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Lesson 8 Time Travel
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I've never seen such a huge thing.

| don't want you to do anything foolish.

Butterfly That Changed the Future

Eckels walked into the office of Time Travel. The big
sign on the wall said, "NAME ANY YEAR IN THE
PAST. WE TAKE YOU THERE.” There was a TV on the
wall, and Mr. Keith, the new president, was on the
news.

“How can we help you?” said Mr. Parker, the founder
of Time Travel.

“I've always wanted to see a dinosaur. Is it possible?”
asked Eckels.

"Sure,” said Mr. Parker. "We can take you back to
the jungle of 60 million years ago.”

"Great,” said Eckels. "Can you take me there now?”
“You're lucky. There's a time machine that leaves in
10 minutes,” said Mr. Parker.

“This is Travis, your travel guide,” he continued.

"To stay safe, you must follow his instructions.”

Inside the time machine, there were two other
travelers. Eckels sat down and closed his eyes. He
felt the machine moving under his feet. After only a
few minutes, the machine stopped.

“We've just arrived in the jungle of 60 million years
ago,” Travis explained. "Do you see the path over
there? You must not leave it at any time. Do not
touch anything. You might kill something by accident.
A little change here can cause something unthinkable

in the future.

Slowly, everyone got out of the time machine. The
jungle was covered in fog. It was very quiet.
“I'm so excited,” said Eckels.
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“Be careful. Some of the dinosaurs are hungry,” said
Travis.

“Just stay calm. | don't want you to do anything
foolish.”

“Don’'t worry. I'm not a fool,” said Eckels.

They all began to walk on the path.
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After some time, Travis whispered, “Look over there.
There is a T. rex.”

One hundred meters away, a T. rex slowly appeared.
"It,” whispered Eckels. “It . . ."

"Sh!”

"It ... is huge. I've never seen such a huge thing.
I'm so scared,” said Eckels.

"Sh . . . quiet!” Travis said angrily. "You don't want it
to see you.”

"l can't breathe,” said Eckels. “Get me out of here!”
“Don't panic, Eckels,” said Travis. “Turn around, and
walk quietly back to the machine.”

Eckels turned around and started to run. He was so
terrified that he left the path by accident.

"Eckels!” shouted Travis. "Don't leave the path!”

The T. rex heard Travis and turned its head toward
him and the other travelers. There was a moment of
silence. Then, it suddenly started to run toward them

with a loud roar.

"Run, everybody! Run!” shouted Travis.

Travis and the other travelers returned safely to the
machine and found Eckels inside.

“You put all of us in danger,” said Travis to Eckels in
an angry voice. "You left the path.”

“I'm sorry, but | didn't kill anything,” said Eckels.
“There’s only a little mud on my shoes.”

Travis stared at Eckels for a long time without saying
anything.

“Let's go home,” said Travis finally.
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The machine stopped. They all returned to the
present safely.

“Is everything okay here?” asked Travis.

“Fine. Welcome home!” said Mr. Parker.

Eckels looked around the room carefully. Everything
looked the same, except the big sign on the wall.
The sign now said, “"NAIM ANY YEER EN THE PAST.
WEE TAEK YU THAIR." Eckels was confused.

Then, he saw the TV. The new president was on the
news, but it was not Mr. Keith. "What's going on?”
He got more confused.

He sat down and looked closely at the mud on his
shoes.

“No, it can't be,” said Eckels. “It's all because of this
little thing?" He was shocked. In the mud on his

right shoe, he found a small dead butterfly.



