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Lesson 4 Robots Are Coming!

Communicative Function

G: Do you remember the Chinese restaurant near the
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or
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park?

A: What kind of work does it do?

B: Of course, but | haven't been there in a while.
B: It makes sandwiches really fast.

G: Well, you should go there again. They have a
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robot now, and people love it.
A: How do you feel about the robots?
B: A robot? What kind of work does it do?

B: I think they're very helpful.
G: It serves food. It is very quick and looks really cute.

Grammar
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He always let her win.
G: Max, look at these robot pets. How do you feel
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about them?

She was so happy that she ran toward him. .
B: | don't like them.

G: Why? Aren't they so cute?

Listen & Speak B: Well, they're not real pets. They can't share

B feelings with us.
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B: Have you heard about the new robot at our G: | saw a TV program about robot helpers for old
school library? people.

G: No, | haven't. What kind of work does it do? B: | saw it, too. How do you feel about the robots,
B: It carries heavy books from one section to Emma?

another. It looks like a big arm. G: | think they're very helpful. The robots can check
G: That sounds cool. people’s health every day.

B: Oh, | want one for my grandma.
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G: Do you know we have a robot in the cafeteria?
B: Our school got a robot? What kind of work does
it do there?

G: It makes sandwiches really fast.

B: That's cool. How do you feel about using the
robot in the cafeteria?

G: | think it's great because it can make the
sandwich line move faster. We don't have to wait
too long.

B: It's nice, but I'm worried about the cafeteria
workers. They might lose their jobs.

G: Good point. | hope that the school will find new
roles for the workers.

B: | hope so, too.

Project: From a Viewer

Hello! My name is Tomabot, and | help farmers pick
tomatoes when they turn red. | use a special camera
to see the red tomatoes. | pick these tomatoes
without damaging them. | am so strong that | can
work all day long. Farmers love working with me. I'm

happy to make their work easier!

Progress Check

B: Have you heard about the new robot at the
shopping mall?

G: No, | haven't. What kind of work does it do?

B: It shows people the map of the mall and guides
them to different stores.

G: That sounds cool.

5-6

B: Have you watched the TV program about robot
helpers for kids?

G: Yes, | have. The robots can help kids with their
homework. Isn't it amazing?

B: I've also heard that there are robots that read
stories to kids.

G: | think these robots are very helpful. How do you

feel about them?
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I, Robot Robbie

“Ninety-eight, ninety nine, one hundred! Here |
come!” Gloria counted aloud and began to search
around the house. The eight-year old girl was
playing hide and seek with Robbie. Robbie was a
robot who came to her house two years ago. He
was her best friend. Robbie was faster and better at
hiding, but he always let her win. In return, Gloria
told him his favorite story, Cinderella. Robbie’s metal

eyes blinked with joy.

“Gloria, come back inside! " Mrs. Weston, Gloria's
mother, shouted. She did not like Robbie. She felt
that a robot should not take care of a child. She
said to her husband, "Gloria plays only with Robbie.

She does not play with other children.”

Mr. Weston did not agree with her. He thought that

Robbie was a great help to Gloria and the family.

After a long talk, however, they decided to return
Robbie to the factory. When Gloria found that
Robbie was gone, she cried, "He is a person just like
you and me, and he is my friend! Bring him back!”
Gloria's smile was gone. Even a new pet and a trip

to New York did not help. Nothing could make her

smile.

In the end, her parents took Gloria to the factory.
Mrs. Weston pointed to the robot workers and said,
“Look at them, Gloria. They are just machines, not
people.” Gloria was not listening to her mother. She

was searching for Robbie.

“There he is!” She shouted with joy. She was so

happy that she ran toward him. At that moment, a
huge machine was rushing toward her. Robbie saw
this, ran quickly toward her, and saved her just in

time.

Gloria hugged Robbie tightly. This time, even Mrs.
Weston could not separate them. Gloria’s parents
changed their minds about Robbie and brought him

back home. Finally, the two friends lived together

happily.



